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COMMUNITY  FACILITIES  PLAN 


INTRODUCTION 


Purpose 


The  Edenton  Community  Facilities  Plan  is  a guide  for 
future  decisions  and  actions  affecting  public  physical 
facilities  and  services.  In  form,  it  surveys  and  evaluates 
existing  facilities  and  services  of  the  town  and  makes 
recommendations  for  the  future.  It  is  based  on  earlier 
studies  by  the  Town  of  Edenton  such  as  the  Population  and 
Economy , Land  Use  Survey  and  Analysis,  Land  Development  Plan 
and  Neighborhood  Analysis. 

It  is  important  to  plan  for  community  facilities  be- 
cause many  such  facilities  are  very  expensive,  requiring 
financing  outside  the  scope  of  annual  budgets.  The  loca- 
tion of  such  facilities  requires  land  and  influences  adja- 
cent development,  making  it  important  to  have  planned 
advance  acquisition  of  land. 


The  emphasis  of  the  study  is  primarily  on  the  incor- 
porated area  of  the  Town  of  Edenton.  This  area  was  in- 
creased by  approximately  1,100  acres  by  annexation  in  May, 
1969.  The  newly  annexed  area  is  for  the  most  part  undevel- 
oped land.  In  addition,  this  study  will  take  into  consid- 
eration, services  and  facilities  within  the  one  mile  extra- 
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planning  jurisdiction  of  the  town. 
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While  the  main  thrust  of  this  report  is  on  public 
facilities  and  services  that  are  the  direct  responsibility 
of  the  Town  of  Edenton,  consideration  is  given  to  public 
facilities  provided  by  county,  state,  federal  and  private 
sources  also. 

Methodology 

The  Community  Facilities  Plan  is  grouped  into  six 
divisions  - Public  Safety,  Street  Department,  Electric  and 
Water  Department,  Education  and  Recreation,  Medical  and 
Health,  and  other  facilities.  An  analysis  is  made  of  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  physical  structure,  location, 
site,  manpower  and  equipment  of  each  community  service 
within  these  divisions.  Then  a plan  for  improvement  and 
expansion,  if  applicable,  is  recommended  based  on  the  Land 
Development  Plan  for  the  Town  of  Edenton.  Based  on  this 
plan,  a statement  of  priorities  by  fiscal  year  is  given  in 
the  Public  Improvements  Program,  published  in  the  final 
section  of  this  study. 
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POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


Manp ower : The  Edenton  Police  Department  is  manned  by  nine 

full-time  police  officers,  two  dispatchers,  and  one  secre- 
tary-dispatcher. The  department  also  has  available  nine 
auxiliary  police  officers.  In  addition,  the  police  depart- 
ment directly  supervises  school  crossing  guards. 

Training:  Police  officers  receive  basic  training  and  are 

continually  upgrading  competence  through  local  and  regional 
training.  Instructors  are  brought  to  Edenton  to  train  the 
auxiliary  force.  The  Police  Department  selects,  trains  and 
equips  students  as  school  crossing  guards. 

Needs:  There  has  been  very  little  turnover  in  the  Police 

Department.  The  Police  Chief  indicates  that  there  is  a 
need  for  two  additional  full-time  police  officers  at  the 
present  time.  The  town  must  consider  its  investment  in 
trained,  competent  officers  on  the  existing  force.  Salaries 
must  be  competitive  for  these  men  and  benefits  must  also 
be  considered.  The  most  important  benefit  now  lacking  is 
retirement  for  full-time  town  employees. 

Equ ipment : 

Individua 1 : Each  officer  is  issued  a full  uniform,  a 

38  caliber  hand  gun,  tear-gas,  hand  cuffs,  helment,  gas 
mask,  baton,  and  raincoat. 
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Vehicles:  There  are  three  police  cars,  two  1969  Fords 

and  one  1968  Plymouth.  Police  cars  are  traded  every  year 
(with  approximately  45,000  miles)  and  are  specially  equipped. 

In  addition,  the  department  has  one  truck  equipped  for 
collecting  dogs. 

Communica  ti ons : The  department  has  good  central  com- 

munications equipment  and  all  cars  are  radio  equipped.  In 
addition,  there  is  a call  box  in  the  central  business  dis- 
trict and  the  department  also  uses  walkie-talkies. 

The  department  serves  as  dispatcher  for  Chowan  County 
Sheriff's  Department  and  the  Edenton-Chowan  Rescue  Squad. 

The  communications  of  the  department  are  also  linked  to  the 
N.  C.  State  Highway  Patrol,  adjoining  Police  Departments, 
the  Edenton  Fire  Department  and  the  Edenton  Electric  and 
Water  Department. 

Other : There  is  need  for  additional  small  weapons  in 

the  department.  Also,  there  is  a need  for  protective  equip- 
ment. There  is  a need  for  a complete  law  enforcement  li- 
brary to  be  established. 

Office:  The  police  department  is  located  in  the  new  munic- 

ipal building  (1964)  at  the  south  end  of  the  central  busi- 
ness district.  This  office  is  equipped  with  communications 
rooms,  two  private  offices,  jail  and  interrogation  room. 

There  is  a need  for  additional  space  for  the  police 
department,  for  office  space  and  record  and  equipment  stor- 
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age,  which  can  be  met  by  finishing  the  second  floor  of  the 
municipal  building. 

Operati on ; The  Edenton  Police  Department  has  jurisdiction 
over  the  entire  area  within  the  corporate  limits.  On  occa- 
sions they  go  outside  the  limits  in  order  to  back  up  other 
law  enforcement  agencies  or  in  pursuit.  The  police  depart- 
ment maintains  continuous  24  hour  patrol  and  communication 
by  working  in  three  shifts.  The  department  maintains  a com- 
plete record  system.  In  addition,  the  department  acts  as 
Dog  Warden  for  the  town. 

Jail:  The  Edenton  jail  is  located  in  the  municipal  building 

along  with  the  police  department.  The  jail  consists  of  two 
cells,  with  two  bunks  in  each  cell.  This  jail  is  adequate 
for  short  detention  and  is  functional  in  Edenton  because 
the  County  Jail  is  located  only  a block  away.  Persons  to 
be  confined  for  long  periods  of  time  are  transferred  to  the 
County  Jail. 

Re  c o mm  end  a t i on  s : 

(1)  Increase  full-time  force  by  two  officers. 

(2)  Make  positive  efforts  to  retain  employees  by  giv- 
ing competitive  benefits  and  salary,  especially  retirement. 

(3)  Equip  all  vehicles  with  emergency  first  aid  equip- 
ment . 

(4)  Begin  a systematic  buildup  of: 
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a)  Police  library 

b)  Individual  protective  equipment 

c)  Small  weapons 

(5)  Provide  additional  office  space  by  completing 
second  floor  of  the  municipal  building. 
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FIRE  PROTECTION 


The  Edenton  Fire  Department  is  one  of  the  oldest  such 
organizations  in  the  state.  Records  in  the  department  date 
back  to  1907 . 

Manpower : The  department  is  divided  into  two  companies  and 

has  five  full-time  firemen  and  20  paid  volunteers.  Two  full- 
time men  are  on  duty  at  all  times.  All  firemen  are  well 
trained  and  the  department  conducts  a continuing  training 
program,  having  a scheduled  training  meeting  each  month.  A 
fire  tower  and  fire  pit  for  training  are  located  on  station 
property.  Full-time  firemen  attend  fire  schools  and  short 
courses  regularly. 

As  with  police,  there  is  a considerable  investment  in 
qualified  well-trained  personnel,  which  the  town  should  be 
aware  of.  The  town  will  have  to  provide  competitive  salaries 
and  benefits  to  maintain  its  standing.  The  department  is 
presently  rated  as  class  6 according  to  Mr.  Ken  Scott,  Chief 
Engineer  of  the  North  Carolina  Fire  Insurance  Rating  Bureau. 
Mr.  Scott  indicates  that  this  is  a good  rating  for  Edenton's 
size.  To  achieve  a better  rating  will  require  additional 
paid  ma  np owe  r . 
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Equipment : Major  equipment  owned  by  the  Edenton  Fire  Depart- 


ment is  listed  below.* 

1966  Howe  750  Gallon  Pumper 

1956  Howe  500  Gallon  Pumper 

1945  Howe  500  Gallon  Pumper 

1967  Chevrolet  1000  Gallon  Water  Carrier 

1929  LaFrance  1000  Gallon  Pumper 

1923  Reo  250-300  Gallon  Pumper 

1968  Chevrolet  Station  Wagon  (Chief's  car) 

5 kw.  generator  light  plant  (capable  of  run- 
ning fire  department) 

17.5'  boat  with  75  hp . motor  for  use  in  rescue 
work 

7,000  feet  of  3"  hose 

The  department  has  adequate  equipment  to  serve  the  area 
for  the  planning  period  with  one  major  exception.  This  ex- 
ception is  for  a ladder  truck  or  truck  mounted  elevating 
platform  apparatus.  With  the  addition  of  this  piece  of 
equipment,  the  department  should  be  able  to  meet  its  equip- 
ment needs  over  the  planning  period  with  proper  periodic  re- 
placement of  existing  equipment. 


Communi cations ; There  is  a base  communications  equipment 
system  in  the  fire  station  and  a radio  on  each  truck  and 
the  chief's  car.  In  addition,  all  firemen  have  personal 
C-B  units  on  their  cars.  Alarms  are  sent  out  of  the  sta- 
tion by  means  of  a code-sounding  air  horn.  There  are  no 


*N0TE:  One  500  gallon  pumper  and  the  water  carrier 

are  designated  for  use  in  the  service  area  located  outside 
Edenton's  corporate  limits. 
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alarm  boxes  in  Edenton.  There  is  one  private  signal  system 
connecting  the  fire  station  and  Seabrook  Blanching  Corpor- 
ation. 

Edenton  fire  communications  is  tied  to  the  Center  Hill 
Cross  Roads  Fire  Department  and  receives  calls  and  dis- 
patches for  this  department. 

Building  Facilities:  The  Edenton  Fire  Station  is  located 

at  the  intersection  of  N.  Broad  Street  and  Park  Avenue,  an 
excellent  location  to  serve  existing  developed  areas  as  well 
as  new  development  and  is  especially  well  located  with  re- 
spect to  schools,  the  hospital,  and  commercial  and  indus- 
trial development.  The  new  brick  building  was  completed  in 
December  of  1966  and  is  a modern  fire  station  in  every  re- 
spect, having  four  bays  capable  of  handling  six  vehicles. 

The  station  has  offices,  communications  room,  quarters, 
kitchen  and  recreation  room  and  equipment  to  wash  and  dry 
hose.  Special  traffic  signals  have  been  installed  on 
N.  Broad  Street  in  front  of  the  station  to  control  traffic 
in  case  of  emergency. 

This  modern  fire  station  will  be  adequate  for  the  needs 
of  the  town  during  the  planning  period. 

Service  Area : The  primary  service  area  of  the  Edenton  Fire 

Department  is  the  area  within  the  town's  corporate  limits. 
However,  the  department  also  serves  as  a rural  fire  depart- 
ment with  a service  area  extending  roughly  a radius  of  6 
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miles  from  the  station.  To  implement  this  dual  protection, 
the  department  is  divided  into  two  companies,  one  inside 
company  and  one  outside  company  on  a rotating  basis.  No 
individual  charge  is  made  for  service  beyond  the  corporate 
limits;  however,  the  department  receives  funds  from  the 
county  for  this  operation.  Specific  equipment  in  the  de- 
partment is  designated  for  outside  use. 

There  is  one  major  problem  in  the  service  area  cover- 
age and  this  is  the  Norfolk  Southern  Railroad  which  bisects 
the  town  and  the  county.  Fire  service  to  certain  sections 
in  the  north  and  east  can  be  delayed  if  a train  is  in  the 
vicinity  at  the  time.  This  problem  has  been  somewhat 
alleviated  through  agreement  between  the  town  and  the  rail- 
road concerning  blocking  of  railroad  crossings. 

The  recent  annexation  by  the  Town  of  Edenton  has  not 
resulted  in  major  problems  for  the  Fire  Department  as  the 
department  was  already  responsible  for  this  area  in  its 
"outside  coverage."  However,  it  is  most  important  that  the 
proposed  streets  and  extensions  of  the  thoroughfare  plan 
to  be  implemented  provide  quick  access  to  these  areas. 

Fire  Prevention:  The  Edenton  Fire  Department  has  recognized 

the  importance  of  a fire  prevention  program  in  combating 

O 

fire  damage  and  is  working  to  organize  a special  fire  pre- 
vention section  within  the  department.  This  program  will 
involve  a full-time  schedule  of  public  education  and  in- 
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spection  of  individual  structures.  The  program  would  be 
conducted  in  close  cooperation  with  the  work  of  the  Town 
Building  Inspector  in  enforcing  building,  housing,  electri- 
cal, and  plumbing  codes  in  the  town. 

To  have  an  effective  program,  the  department  will  have 
to  train  its  men  for  this  function  and  provide  means  for 
accurate  record  keeping. 

Re  comme  nda  t ions: 

(1)  That  the  department  purchase  a ladder  truck  or 
truck  mounted  elevating  platform  apparatus.  Since  the 
American  Insurance  Association  requires  that  fire  vehicles 
be  not  more  than  20  years  old,  the  Edenton  Fire  Department 
will  have  to  replace  its  1956  Howe  Pumper  in  1976.  It  is 
recommended  that  the  1945  Howe  Pumper  be  sold  or  traded 
and  the  1956  Howe  be  placed  on  reserve. 

(2)  That  the  town  adopt  a program  to  install  fire 
alarm  boxes  at  schools,  the  hospital,  the  central  business 
district  and  commercial  areas,  warehouse  district  and  manu- 
facturing districts. 

(3)  That  a fire  prevention  section  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment be  established  and  personnel  trained  for  this  service. 
That  a full-time  program  of  individual  inspection  be  start- 
ed with  complete  records  kept. 

(4)  That  the  full-time  paid  force  be  increased  by  two 

men . 


RESCUE  SQUAD 


The  Edenton-Chowan  Rescue  Squad  was  organized  in  1964 
to  provide  a much  needed  service  to  the  entire  county.  The 
squad  provides  both  emergency  and  convalescence  service. 

The  squad  is  composed  of  34  voluntary  members,  approximate- 
ly 20  of  whom  are  from  Edenton.  All  members  have  had  some 
training  and  22  members  are  certified  by  the  North  Carolina 
State  Board  of  Health. 

The  rescue  squad  has  two  ambulances  in  Edenton  and  one 
in  Hobbsville.  The  Edenton  ambulances  are  parked  at  a ser- 
vice station  on  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Queen  Street  due  to 
lack  of  a permanent  site.  The  office  of  the  Edenton-Chowan 
County  Civil  Defense  Agency  at  the  County  Office  Building 
is  also  used  by  the  squad  as  they  do  not  have  facilities 
of  their  own. 

A boat  and  motor  kept  at  the  Edenton  Fire  Department 
is  used  by  the  rescue  squad;  boats  owned  by  individual  squad 
members  are  also  used  in  water  rescue  work. 

The  Town  of  Edenton  contributes  $220.00  annually  toward 
vehicle  insurance  and  Chowan  County  gives  $300.00  monthly 
toward  operating  expenses;  with  other  support  of  the  squad 
coming  from  donations. 

Ambulances  are  radio  equipped  and  are  tied  to  Fire 
Department  communications.  Most  volunteers  have  C.B.  radios 
on  their  personal  vehicles. 
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Recommendati ons : 


(1)  It  is  recommended  that  the  town  join  with  Chowan 
County  to  provide  a permanent  headquarters  for  the  rescue 
squad  to  include: 

a.  Shelter  for  three  vehicles  - ambulances 

b.  Meeting  room  - communications  room 

c.  Sleeping  quarters 

(2)  It  is  recommended  that  the  rescue  squad  continue 
operation  of  courses  in  first  aid  for  the  general  public. 

(3)  Ambulances  should  be  replaced  periodically.  The 
squad  now  operates  three  ambulances  (two  of  which  are 
stationed  in  Edenton);  one  Cadillac,  12  years  old;  one 
Pontiac,  nine  years  old;  and  one  Pontiac,  seven  years  old. 
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CIVIL  DEFENSE 


The  Edent on-Chowan  County  Civil  Defense  Agency  was 
organized  October  1,  1961.  It  is  staffed  by  a full-time 

director  and  half-time  secretary.  Headquarters  are  on  the 
ground  floor  of  the  County  Office  Building  (formerly  Joseph 
Hewes  Hotel).  The  office,  which  also  serves  as  headquarters 
for  the  Edenton-Chowan  Rescue  Squad,  is  not  adequate  accord- 
ing to  Civil  Defense  Standards.  The  Town  of  Edenton  makes 
no  direct  financial  contribution  to  this  agency. 

The  agency  has  located  and  stocked  civil  defense  shel- 
ters in  the  County  Office  Building,  Baptist  Church,  Nation- 
al Guard  Armory,  and  Swain  Elementary  School  in  Edenton. 

The  agency  has  also  secured  a 200  bed  emergency  hospital 
which  is  stored  at  Swain  Elementary  School. 

The  agency  has  a radio  and  antenna,  but  no  vehicles. 

Re  c ommenda  t i o ns : 

(1)  That  the  Civil  Defense  Agency  upgrade  its  strong 
communications  capacity. 

(2)  That  the  Civil  Defense  Agency  work  with  the 
Edenton  Fire  Department  and  Edenton-Chowan  Rescue  Squad  to 
link  emergency  communications. 

(3)  That  the  Town  of  Edenton  consult  with  the  Civil 
Defense  Agency  in  plans  for  emergency  services. 
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STREET  DEPARTMENT 


STREET  DEPARTMENT 


The  Street  Department  has  general  responsibility  over 
streets,  sidewalks,  storm  drainage,  garage  and  shop,  refuse 
collection  and  disposal,  cemeteries,  and  miscellaneous  other 
functions.  The  department  is  supervised  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Street  Department,  who  has  one  employee  in 
the  garage  and  maintenance  shop,  six  employees  on  streets, 
six  employees  in  refuse  collection  and  disposal  and  two 
employees  in  cemetery  maintenance. 

Each  primary  function  of  the  Street  Department  is 
examined  as  a separate  section  in  the  following  pages  of 
this  report  . 

TOWN  GARAGE  AND  MAINTENANCE  SHOP 
Edenton's  Town  Shop  is  located  on  a 1%  acre  site  on 
Hicks  Street.  This  site  is  also  used  as  a storage  yard 
for  the  Electric  and  Water  Department.  The  garage  building 
is  a concrete  block  structure  covering  9600  square  feet  and 
includes  office  space  for  the  department. 

The  site  is  fenced  in  and  all  vehicles  of  the  Street 
Department  are  stored  here.  Approximately  one-third  of  the 
area  is  hard  surfaced.  There  is  no  room  for  expansion  on 
site.  However,  some  of  the  stored  material  could  be  trans- 
ferred to  another  location,  leaving  room  for  expansion. 
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One  man  is  assigned  to  the  shop  at  all  times.  The 
large  number  of  vehicles  and  many  various  types  of  equip- 
ment used  by  the  town  require  a high  level  of  maintenance. 

Recommendati ons : 

(1)  That  a system  of  performance  and  maintenance  rec- 
ords be  established  for  each  piece  of  equipment. 

(2)  That  the  town  utilize  other  storage  sites  to  give 
expansion  room  for  the  shop. 

(3)  That  shelters  be  built  to  store  major  equipment 
out  of  the  weather. 


STREET  CONDITIONS 

Edenton  has  reached  an  agreement  with  the  State  High- 
way Commission  on  the  designation  of  major  and  minor 
thoroughfares,  existing  and  proposed,  resulting  in  the 
adoption  of  an  official  thoroughfare  plan.  This  plan,  with 
the  addition  of  projected  local  street  extensions  is  shown 
on  page  35  of  this  report.  For  a detailed  explanation  of 
The  Thoroughfare  Plan,  the  reader  is  directed  to  the  publi- 
cation Land  Development  Plan  - Edenton,  North  Carolina  - 
Inventory  and  Prospects. 

Prior  to  annexation  in  May,  1969,  Edenton  was  in  the 
enviable  position  of  having  almost  all  town  streets  paved. 
(See  references  in  Neighborhood  Analysis  - Edenton,  North 
Carolina).  The  annexation  brought  a few  sections  of  unpaved 
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roads  into  the  corporate  limits,  along  with  a rather  large 
undeveloped  area  not  presently  served  by  roads  or  streets. 
This  large  undeveloped  area  makes  it  imperative  that  the 
Thoroughfare  Plan  including  extension  of  local  streets  be 
imp  1 eme  n t e d . 

The  town  should  adopt  new  subdivision  regulations  to 
aid  in  the  proper  development  of  the  town  street  system  in 
these  undeveloped  areas. 

While  most  of  the  town  streets  within  the  "old  corpo- 
rate limits"  are  paved,  approximately  half  of  these  streets 
do  not  have  curb  and  gutter.  The  town  has  indicated  a de- 
sire to  start  a program  of  installing  curb  and  gutter  on 
the  remaining  streets.  The  program  has  been  hindered  by 
problems  associated  with  the  grade  of  existing  streets; 
making  it  difficult  to  grade  curb  and  gutter  sections  so 
that  the  streets  will  drain  properly. 

In  general,  streets  in  Edenton  are  in  good  condition 
with  major  exceptions  on  Oakum  Street  and  Granville  Street 
(portions  of  both  streets  were  recently  added  to  the  State 
Highway  Commission  maintenance  system).  Most  accidents  in 
town  can  be  associated  with  U.S.  Route  17  (Queen  Street  and 
Broad  Street)  running  through  the  town  with  heavy  traffic 
volume.  This  condition  could  be  relieved  considerably  with 
the  construction  of  the  proposed  U.S.  Route  17  Bypass. 

Street  paving  and  installation  of  curb  and  gutter  with- 
in the  town  is  partially  financed  by  assessing  property 
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owners  50?o  of  actual  construction  costs.  In  addition, 
Edenton  receives  state  funds,  known  as  Powell  Bill  funds 
for  resurfacing  and  repair  of  existing  streets.  In  1969, 
Edenton  received  $24,600  from  this  source. 

Sidewa Iks : The  map  on  page  19  of  this  report  shows 

existing  and  minimum  proposed  sidewalk  system  for  the  Town 
of  Edenton.  In  the  past,  sidewalks  have  been  provided  on 
a petition  (51%)  and  assessment  (50%)  basis,  except  on 
school  property.  Changes  in  the  assignment  of  pupils  to 
schools  and  the  large  area  annexed  in  May  of  1969  will 
necessitate  extensive  sidewalk  building  over  the  next  20 
years.  To  meet  this  need,  the  town  must  assign  priorities 
to  new  sidewalks  and  limit  their  construction  to  one  side 
of  the  street.  Also,  the  town  should  adopt  new  subdivision 
regulations  to  require  sidewalks  on  new  streets. 

In  addition,  sidewalks  on  Broad  Street  in  the  Central 
Business  District  are  in  very  poor  condition,  needing  ex- 
tensive repair. 

Sidewalks  are  constructed  by  the  street  department 
with  minimum  of  four  feet  wide  in  residential  sections. 

Street  Signs : Signs  are  kept  up  on  an  annual  basis 

by  the  street  department  and  are  in  good  condition,  even 
in  newly  annexed  areas.  The  main  problem  with  traffic 
signs  in  Edenton  is  the  signals  at  the  several  crossings 
of  the  railroad.  The  town  has  been  unsuccessful  in  getting 
proper  signals  from  the  railroad. 
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owner  s 50%  of  actual  construction  costs.  In  addition, 
Edenton  receives  state  funds,  known  as  Powell  Bill  funds 
for  resurfacing  and  repair  of  existing  streets.  In  1969, 
Edenton  received  $24,600  from  this  source. 

Sid  ewa Iks : The  map  on  page  19  of  this  report  shows 

existing  and  minimum  proposed  sidewalk  system  for  the  Town 
of  Edenton.  In  the  past,  sidewalks  have  been  provided  on 
a petition  (51%)  and  assessment  (50%)  basis,  except  on 
school  property.  Changes  in  the  assignment  of  pupils  to 
schools  and  the  large  area  annexed  in  May  of  1969  will 
necessitate  extensive  sidewalk  building  over  the  next  20 
years.  To  meet  this  need,  the  town  must  assign  priorities 
to  new  sidewalks  and  limit  their  construction  to  one  side 
of  the  street.  Also,  the  town  should  adopt  new  subdivision 
regulations  to  require  sidewalks  on  new  streets. 

In  addition,  sidewalks  on  Broad  Street  in  the  Central 
Business  District  are  in  very  poor  condition,  needing  ex- 
tensive repair. 

Sidewalks  are  constructed  by  the  street  department 
with  minimum  of  four  feet  wide  in  residential  sections. 

Street  Signs : Signs  are  kept  up  on  an  annual  basis 

by  the  street  department  and  are  in  good  condition,  even 
in  newly  annexed  areas.  The  main  problem  with  traffic 
signs  in  Edenton  is  the  signals  at  the  several  crossings 
of  the  railroad.  The  town  has  been  unsuccessful  in  getting 
proper  signals  from  the  railroad. 
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Street  Trees:  The  older  sections  of  Edenton  are 


blessed  with  many  stately  trees  and  the  town  has  encouraged 
individuals  and  groups  to  plant  trees  and  flowers  through- 
out the  town,  except  at  places  where  such  plantings  would 
be  a hazard  to  traffic. 

Manpower : Work  on  the  streets,  storm  drainage  and 

tree  trimming  is  all  done  by  town  employees,  except  for 
street  paving  which  is  done  by  contract.  There  are  six 
town  employees  to  do  this  work.  The  superintendent  says 
that  this  is  a minimum  work  force  and  that  there  is  a need 
for  two  more  men. 

Street  Equipment: 

1960  Ford  Dumptruck* 

1961  Chevrolet  Dumptruck* 

1962  Ford  Dumptruck* 

1960  Dodge  Pickup  truck* 

1963  Dodge  Pickup  truck* 

1963  Dodge  Pickup  truck* 

1964  Elgin  Street  sweeper 

Catapillar  Motorgrader  (212)  over  12  years  old 
Gallion  Roller  about  15  years  old 
International  backhoe  and  frontend  loader 
about  5 years  old 

Ford  tractor  with  front  and  loader  and  bush 
hog 

Stump  cutter  about  3 years  old 
Mosquito  fogger  about  10  years  old 


*A  1 1 trucks  were  purchased  used  from  the  State  Highway 
Commission.  Department  Superintendent  figures  that  these 
trucks  have  a life  expectancy  of  10  years. 


Re  commend  at  ions : 


(1)  Street  construction  and  improvement  should  be 
guided  by  the  Official  Thoroughfare  Plan  of  the  Town  of 
Edenton.  See  map  2 on  page  35  of  this  report. 

Special  work  must  be  done  on  Oakum  Street  and  Gran- 
ville Street  to  bring  them  up  to  standard  for  minor  thor- 
oughfares. All  unpaved  streets  should  be  paved.  The  fol- 
lowing schedule  of  priorities  should  be  used. 


SCHEDULE  OF  PRIORITIES  FOR  IMPROVEMENTS 


PHASE  I (1970  - 1975) 


Facility 


Suggested 

Responsibility 


Major  Thoroughfares 

1.  Completion  of  U.S.  17  Bypass  State  of  N.  C 


Minor  Thoroughfares 

1.  Coke  Avenue  Extension 


Town  of  Edenton 


for  rights-of-way 
and  State  of  N . C 
for  surfacing  and 
ma int  enance 


Local  Streets 


1.  East  Freemason  Extension 


Town  of  Edenton 


2.  East  Hicks  Extension  to 
Coke  Avenue 


Town  of  Edenton 


3.  Jackson  Street  Extension 


Town  of  Edenton 
Town  of  Edenton 


4.  West  Hicks  Street  Extension 
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PHASE  II  (1975 


1980) 


Suggested 

Faci 1 i ty  Responsibility 


Major  Thoroughfares 


1. 

Circumferential  Road 
between  West  Queen  Street 
and  N.C.  32 

State 

of 

N.  C . 

2 . 

Albemarle  Street  Extension 

State 

of 

N.  C. 

Local 

Streets 

1 . 

Blades  Street  Extension  to 
Old  Hertford  Road 

Town 

of 

Edent  on 

2 . 

East  Peterson  Street  Exten- 
sion 

Town 

of 

Edent  on 

3. 

Third  Street  between  Oakum 
and  Old  Hertford  Road 

Town 

o f 

Edent  on 

PHASE  III  ( 1980  - 

1985) 

Major 

Thoroughfares 

1 . 

Circumferential  Road  between 
N.C.  32  and  Old  Hertford 
Roa  d 

State 

of 

N.  C. 

Local 

Streets 

1 . 

Third  Street  between  Badham 
and  the  Circumf  er'entia  1 
Road 

Town 

of 

Ed ent  on 

PHASE  IV  (1985  - 

1990) 

Major 

Thorou  ghf  a r e s 

1 . 

Completion  of  Circumfer- 
ential Road  between  Old 
Hertford  Road  and  East 
Church  Street  (N.C.  32) 

State 

of 

N . C . 

Local 

Streets 

1 . 

Third  Street  Extension  Re- 
alignment at  Old  Hertford 
Roa  d 

Town 

o f 

Edent  on 
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(2)  Installation  of  sidewalks,  curb  and  gutter,  and 
storm  drainage  should  be  considered  in  connection  with  each 
major  street  improvement  and  with  all  new  streets. 

(3)  New  subdivision  regulations  should  be  adopted  and 
enforced  to  aid  in  proving  the  following: 

a.  new  right-of-way 

b.  the  provision  of  streets,  sidewalks,  curb  and 
gutter  and  storm  drainage 

c.  rational  extension  and  tie  of  streets 

(4)  The  town  should  increase  efforts  to  secure  ade- 
quate signals  at  all  railroad  crossings. 

(5)  The  practice  of  having  used  equipment  for  street 
work  requires  a high  degree  of  maintenance  and  makes  it 
imperative  that  equipment  be  replaced  periodically.  This 
can  best  be  done  by  keeping  up-to-date  performance  reports 
on  each  piece  of  equipment. 


PARKING 

The  Town  of  Edenton  owns  and  leases  off-street  parking 
lots  at  five  different  locations  in  the  central  business 
district.  None  of  these  parking  lots  are  metered  and  all 
are  maintained  by  the  town.  Only  two  parking  lots  and  the 
municipal  building  parking  lot  are  owned  by  the  city,  com- 
prising 108  parking  spaces  all  on  the  west  side  of  Broad 
Street.  Two  parking  lots  are  leased  on  the  same  side  of 
Broad  Street  comprising  37  parking  spaces.  The  parking  lot 
east  of  Broad  Street  is  part  privately  owned  - part  county 


owned  and  comprises  180  parking  spaces.  In  addition,  the 
town  is  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  a lot  on  Commerce 
Street  adjacent  to  the  municipal  building  estimated  to  con- 
tain 40  parking  spaces.  This  gives  a total  of  325  munici- 
pally maintained  off-street  parking  spaces.  The  cost  of 
these  parking  spaces  is  demonstrated  by  the  most  recently 
developed  municipal  parking  lot  where  50  parking  spaces 
were  acquired  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $30,000.00,  giving  an 
estimated  cost  per  parking  space  of  $600.00. 

Re  c omme  ndations : 

(1)  That  the  town  acquire  and  improve  the  lot  on  Com- 
merce Street . 

(2)  That  a Central  Business  District  Plan  be  prepared 
to  include  marking  and  landscaping  of  parking  facilities, 
marking,  and  landscaping. 


STORM  DRAINAGE 

The  Town  of  Edenton  is  drained  by  four  drainage  basins 
Edenton  Bay,  Filbert  Creek,  Queen  Anne  Creek  and  Pembroke 
Creek.  Several  areas  of  the  Filbert  Creek  Basin  were  flood 
ed  by  the  April  1960  storm.  In  July  1960,  William  F.  Free- 
man, Inc.  prepared  an  "Edenton  Drainage  Study"  with  recom- 
mendation for  improving  the  storm  drainage  system.  Since 
then,  most  of  the  recommendations  have  been  completed  and 
a major  channel  improvement  on  Filbert  Creek  has  been  com- 
pleted by  the  U.S.  Corps  of  Engineers. 
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The  town  has  a policy  of  installing  drainage  pipe  when 
property  owners  pay  the  cost  of  materials.  This  policy 
should  be  amended  to  require  that  new  pipe  be  connected  to 
a proper  drainage  outlet.  Priority  should  be  given  to  in- 
stalling new  lines  in  connection  with  new  streets  and  major 
street  improvement. 

The  undeveloped  area  recently  added  to  the  corporate 
limits  in  May,  1960,  will  present  many  new  demands  on  the 
town  for  storm  drainage  facilities.  This  makes  it  impera- 
tive that  new  subdivision  regulations  be  adopted  to  insure 
that  adequate  provisions  are  made  for  storm  drainage  in  new 
deve lopment . 

Re  c ommend  a t i ons : 

(1)  Revise  the  existing  drainage  study  to  outline  major 
drainage  ways  for  newly  annexed  areas. 

(2)  Adopt  new  subdivision  regulations  with  provisions 
for  drainage  in  new  development. 

(3)  Revise  existing  policy  to  cover  the  following: 

a.  give  priority  to  drainage  installation  in  con- 
junction with  new  streets  and  major  street 
improvement  s . 

b.  insure  that  all  new  pipe  installed  is  extended 
to  a drainage  outlet. 


26 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Edenton  provides  garbage  and  refuse  collection  to  all 
users  within  the  corporate  limits.  Residential  areas  are 
served  three  times  a week.  Industrial  and  commercial  uses 
are  served  daily,  though  the  town  encourages  industry  to 
provide  for  its  own  waste  disposal.  Over  three-fourths  of 
commercial  establishments  in  Edenton  have  purchased  special 
trash  containers. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  sanitary  landfill  method  on 
a 30  acre  site  three  miles  south  of  Edenton.  One  town 
employee  and  the  town  bulldozer  are  at  the  site  daily  from 
1:00  P.M.  to  5:00  P.M.  Selective  burning  of  wood  and  paper 
is  done  at  the  site.  The  practice  of  burning  wood  and  paper 
will  be  in  violation  of  air  pollution  regulations  after 
July  1,  1970.  Only  about  5 acres  of  the  site  have  been 
used  at  present  and  the  remainder  should  last  for  the  plan- 
ning period. 

Manpower : Six  men  are  assigned  to  refuse  collection 

and  they  are  helped  by  street  employees  on  Saturdays.  The 
superintendent  feels  that  his  staff  is  adequate. 

Sanitation  Department  Equipment: 

1961  International  with  16  yard  Garwood  Packer 

1968  Ford  with  20  yard  Garwood  Packer 

1965  G.M.C.  Dumptruck  (used  for  limbs) 

1968  A 1 1 i s-Cha lmer s HD6  B Tractor 
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Re  comm end at  ions: 


(1)  That  the  landfill  site  be  fenced. 

(2)  That  equipment  be  replaced  periodically. 

(3)  That  the  town  request  periodic  inspection  of  the 
landfill  site  by  the  District  Health  Department. 


CEMETERIES 

The  Town  of  Edenton  owns  and  maintains  two  cemeteries, 
Beaver  Hill  and  Vine  Oak. 

Vine  Oak  Cemetery,  located  on  North  Granville  Street 
covers  approximately  10  acres  and  is  nearly  full.  Spaces 
are  sold  at  $25.00  per  plot  (resident)  and  $50.00  per  plot 
( nonre  s i d ent ) . 

Beaver  Hill  Cemetery,  located  on  West  Albemarle  Street 
extended,  covers  over  24  acres.  This  cemetery  is  approxi- 
mately 60%  full  and  is  expected  to  be  filled  in  another 
10  years.  Spaces  are  sold  for  $50.00  per  plot  (resident) 
and  $100.00  per  plot  (non-resident). 

Both  cemeteries  are  maintained  by  employees  of  the 
Street  Department.  Routine  maintenance  requires  two  men 
for  nine  months  of  the  year  and  one  man  for  the  remaining 
three  months.  The  annual  cost  of  maintaining  these  ceme- 
teries exceeds  by  one-third  the  annual  revenue  from  the 
sale  of  lots. 
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Re  commend  a t ions : 


It  is  recommended  that  the  town  now  decide  whether  or 
not  it  wishes  to  continue  to  provide  cemetery  lots  after 
existing  lots  have  been  sold  (estimated  to  be  10  years). 

If  the  town  should  decide  to  continue  this  service,  addi- 
tional land  should  be  acquired  now,  preferably  adjacent  to 
existing  cemeteries. 
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ELECTRIC  AND  WATER 

DEPARTMENT 


ELECTRIC  AND  WATER  DEPARTMENT 


Internal  policies  of  the  Electric  and  Water  Department 
are  set  by  an  elected  Board  of  Public  Works,  who  supervise 
electric,  water  and  sewer  functions.  Collections  of  elec- 
tric, water  and  sewer  revenues  are  handled  by  the  Town 
Administrative  Department.  The  budget  of  the  Electric  and 
Water  Department  is  incorporated  in  the  Town  Budget  and 
subject  to  approval  of  the  Town  Council.  In  addition,  the 
Town  Council  for  each  of  the  past  three  years  has  trans- 

o 

ferred  over  $100,000.00  of  Electric  and  Water  Department 
Revenue  or  surplus  funds  to  the  Town  General  Fund. 

The  existence  of  two  elected  boards  has,  over  the 
years,  been  the  source  of  many  local  controversies.  Pres- 
ently, some  resent  the  fact  that  the  Electric  and  Water  De- 
partment provides  better  wages,  benefits  and  equipment  than 
other  town  departments.  Others  contend  that  the  transfer  of 
surplus  funds  from  the  department  to  the  General  Fund  has 
left  the  department  unable  to  upgrade  and  expand  major 
facilities. 

Ma np owe r : The  Electric  and  Water  Department  has  a superin- 
tendent, one  secretary,  three  linemen,  one  garage  man,  and 
three  full-time  men  and  one  half-time  man  working  on  water 
and  sewer.  At  the  present  time  the  superintendent  is  short 


3 1 


two  linemen  and  one  other  man.  The  superintendent  indicates 
he  has  difficulty  in  finding  qualified  men  willing  to  work. 


Vehicles:  The  Electric  and  Water  Department  has  the  follow- 

ing vehicles. 

one  bucket  truck 

one  pole  setting  truck 

one  ladder  truck 

one  pickup 

one  pickup 

one  pickup 

one  automobile 

These  vehicles  are  routinely  maintained  and  serviced 
by  the  garage  of  the  Street  Department.  These  vehicles  are 
replaced  on  a regular  basis. 

Each  of  the  functions  of  the  Electric  and  Water  Depart- 
ment are  examined  separately  in  the  following  pages  of  this 
report . 


WATER 

The  water  supply  of  Edenton  is  from  two  wells  each 
with  a total  pumping  capacity  of  600  gallons  per  minute. 
The  water  is  pumped  to  a filter  plant  with  a capacity  of 
0.864  million  gallons  per  day.  The  water  is  stored  in  an 
elevated  tank  with  a capacity  of  0.30  million  gallons. 
This  system  is  now  being  taxed  beyond  its  capacity,  espe- 
cially at  peak  use  hours  in  the  summertime.  The  area  re- 
cently annexed  by  the  town  makes  the  present  system  even 


more  obsolete.  Most  of  the  development  in  the  newly  annex- 
ed area  is  without  public  water. 

Recognizing  the  needs  for  its  water  system,  the  town 
has  had  a detailed  engineering  study  done  by  J.  N.  Pease 
and  Associates,  Engineers  and  Architects.  This  study  pro- 
poses additional  lines  in  the  Morgan  Park  Area  and  Paradise 
Road  Area.  The  study  also  proposes  a new  well  to  pump  650 
gallons  per  minute,  a new  filter  plant  with  capacity  of 
0.864  million  gallons  per  day  and  a new  elevated  storage 
tank  with  1/2  million  gallon  capacity.  A map  of  these  pro- 
posed improvements  is  given  on  page  35  of  this  report. 

A rural  water  system  partly  connected  to  the  Town  of 
Edenton  water  system  is  proposed  in  the  Comprehensive  Area- 
Wide  Water  and  Sewer  Planning  Report  Chowan  County,  N.  C. 
by  J.  N.  Pease  and  Associates.  The  proposed  system  accord- 
ing to  the  report  would  be  "integrated  with  the  Town  of 
Edenton  System"  and  anticipates  "the  town  managing  and 
operating  ,the  system."  Detailed  information  and  maps  are 
contained  in  the  Pease  Study.  The  idea  of  town  and  county 
cooperation  in  providing  services  is  not  new  to  Edenton  and 
Chowan  County  as  both  have  joined  in  efforts  to  extend  sewer 
lines  to  industrial  sites. 

Rec  omm endations: 


(1)  That  the  new  well,  filter  plant,  storage  tank,  and 


lines  proposed  in  the  J.  N.  Pease  Study  for  the  Town  of 
Edenton  be  installed. 

(2)  That  the  existing  elevated  storage  tank  be  painted 
and  repaired. 

(3)  That  the  town  meet  with  county  officials  to  estab- 
lish a rural  water  system  as  outlined  in  the  Chowan  County 
Water  and  Sewer  Planning  Study. 

SANITARY  SEWERAGE 

Edenton1 s capacity  to  grow  has  been  linked  directly 
with  its  ability  to  provide  expanding  sanitary  sewerage 
facilities  and  service  to  potential  development  areas.  The 
new  industries  brought  to  Edenton  in  recent  years  have 
brought  accompaning  demands  for  water  and  sewer  lines  and 
treatment  and  even  further  demands  will  come  from  those 
who  chose  to  work  and  build  their  homes  in  Edenton.  In 
attempting  to  provide  these  facilities  and  services,  the 
town  has  received  assistance  from  County  Government  in  ex- 
tending lines  to  new  industries  and  has  applied  for  Federal 
aid  in  financing. 

Service  Area : Prior  to  the  annexation  in  May,  1969,  almost 

all  the  area  within  the  corporate  limits  of  Edenton  and 
some  areas  outside  were  served  by  the  town  sewage  system. 
The  annexation  added  an  area  of  approximately  1100  acres, 
without  services,  to  the  town.  While  most  of  the  newly 
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lines  proposed  in  the  J.  N.  Pease  Study  for  the  Town  of 
Edenton  be  installed. 

(2)  That  the  existing  elevated  storage  tank  be  painted 
and  repaired. 

(3)  That  the  town  meet  with  county  officials  to  estab- 
lish a rural  water  system  as  outlined  in  the  Chowan  County 
Water  and  Sewer  Planning  Study. 

SANITARY  SEWERAGE 

Edenton' s capacity  to  grow  has  been  linked  directly 
with  its  ability  to  provide  expanding  sanitary  sewerage 
facilities  and  service  to  potential  development  areas.  The 
new  industries  brought  to  Edenton  in  recent  years  have 
brought  accompaning  demands  for  water  and  sewer  lines  and 
treatment  and  even  further  demands  will  come  from  those 
who  chose  to  work  and  build  their  homes  in  Edenton.  In 
attempting  to  provide  these  facilities  and  services,  the 
town  has  received  assistance  from  County  Government  in  ex- 
tending lines  to  new  industries  and  has  applied  for  Federal 
aid  in  financing. 

Service  Area : Prior  to  the  annexation  in  May,  1969,  almost 

all  the  area  within  the  corporate  limits  of  Edenton  and 
some  areas  outside  were  served  by  the  town  sewage  system. 
The  annexation  added  an  area  of  approximately  1100  acres, 
without  services,  to  the  town.  While  most  of  the  newly 
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annexed  area  is  presently  undeveloped,  the  developed  areas 
make  a major  expansion  of  sewerage  lines  necessary  imme- 
diately. A detailed  engineering  survey  has  been  prepared 
by  J.  N.  Pease  Associates,  Architects  - Engineers  for  ex- 
tending lines  in  the  Morgan  Park  Area,  Albemarle  Street 
Extension,  New  Hospital  Site  Area  and  the  Paradise  Road 
Area.  Detailed  maps  on  existing  lines  and  proposed  exten- 
sions are  included  in  the  Comprehensive  Area  Wide  Water  and 
Sewer  Planning  Report,  Chowan  County,  N.  C.  by  J.  N.  Pease 
Associates.  For  a map  of  the  proposed  improvements  see 
page  39  of  this  study.  In  addition,  the  town  is  now  con- 
sidering adopting  subdivision  regulations  which  would  re- 
quire subdividers  within  the  town  limits  to  "connect  to  the 
sewerage  system  of  the  Town  of  Edenton  and  provide  adequate 
sewer  service  to  every  lot  within  the  subdivision." 

Sewerage  Treatment:  The  sewage  treatment  plant  for  Edenton 

is  located  near  the  Albemarle  Sound  approximately  2.7  miles 
southeast  of  Edenton.  The  plant  is  connected  to  the  town 
by  a 10"  force  main.  The  plant  is  approximately  10  years 
old  and  provides  primary  and  secondary  treatment  before 
discharging  into  Albemarle  Sound. 

Capacity:  The  treatment  plant  has  a design  capacity  of  one 

million  gallons  per  day.  Already  the  system  is  processing 
from  850,000  to  1,250,000  gallons  per  day.  The  plant  must 
be  expanded  to  meet  existing  demands  and  to  provide  for 


expansion  already  projected.  Expansion  can  be  accommodated 
at  the  same  site.  At  the  same  time,  the  town  should  be 
careful  to  screen  new  industries  as  potential  new  demands 
on  treatment  facilities. 

Re  commend at  ions ; 

(1)  Extend  sewer  lines  as  proposed  in  Engineering 
Study  by  J.  N.  Pease  and  Associates. 

(2)  Adopt  and  enforce  subdivision  regulations  to  cover 
new  subdivision. 

(3)  Enlarge  treatment  facility' capacity  by  seventy- 
f ive  percent . 

(4)  Adopt  a policy  of  requiring  new  industries  having 
a waste  high  in  BOD  or  acidic  content  to  pretreat  waste 
before  discharging  into  the  sanitary  sewerage  system. 


ELECTRI CITY 

The  Town  of  Edenton  owns  and  operates  its  own  elec- 
tric distribution  system  with  approximately  26  miles  of 
urban  lines  and  45  miles  of  rural  lines  serving  2710 
separate  accounts.  Electric  power  and  energy  for  the  sys- 
tem are  purchased  from  Virginia  Electric  and  Power  Company. 
The  Edenton  Town  Council  has  by  resolution  joined  Electric 
Power  in  Carolina  - EPIC  - an  organization  of  cities  and 
cooperatives  planning  to  build  generating  stations. 
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expansion  already  projected.  Expansion  can  be  accommodated 
at  the  same  site.  At  the  same  time,  the  town  should  be 
careful  to  screen  new  industries  as  potential  new  demands 
on  treatment  facilities. 

Re commend at  ions; 

(1)  Extend  sewer  lines  as  proposed  in  Engineering 
Study  by  J.  N.  Pease  and  Associates. 

(2)  Adopt  and  enforce  subdivision  regulations  to  cover 
new  subdivision. 

(3)  Enlarge  treatment  facility' capacity  by  seventy- 
five  percent. 

(4)  Adopt  a policy  of  requiring  new  industries  having 
a waste  high  in  BOD  or  acidic  content  to  pretreat  waste 
before  discharging  into  the  sanitary  sewerage  system. 

ELECTRICITY 

The  Town  of  Edenton  owns  and  operates  its  own  elec- 
tric distribution  system  with  approximately  26  miles  of 
urban  lines  and  45  miles  of  rural  lines  serving  2710 
separate  accounts.  Electric  power  and  energy  for  the  sys- 
tem are  purchased  from  Virginia  Electric  and  Power  Company. 
The  Edenton  Town  Council  has  by  resolution  joined  Electric 
Power  in  Carolina  - EPIC  - an  organization  of  cities  and 
cooperatives  planning  to  build  generating  stations. 
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An  "Electric  Distribution  System  Study"  (July  8,  1966) 

has  been  prepared  for  the  Town  of  Edenton  by  Southeastern 
Consulting  Engineers,  Inc.,  Charlotte,  North  Carolina  with 
proposals  for  expanding  the  present  system  to  accommodate 
a projected  1975  peak  load  of  18,550  k.w. 

Most  lines  of  the  system  are  located  on  street  and 
highway  right-of-way.  One  new  subdivision  "Albania  Acres" 
in  Edenton  has  underground  service  lines. 

Re  c ommenda  t i o n s : 

(1)  Have  engineering  consultants  up  date  distribution 
system  study  to  include  newly  annexed  areas  and  proposed 
by-pass  area. 

(2)  Adopt  a policy  encouraging  placement  of  new  lines 
undergrou  nd . 

Street  Lights ; Street  lights  are  purchased,  installed  and 
serviced  by  the  Electric  and  Water  Department,  with  ade- 
quate lighting  within  the  old  corporate  limits.  Lights 
have  already  been  installed  along  existing  streets  within 
the  newly  annexed  areas. 

The  portion  of  Broad  Street  within  the  central  busi- 
ness district  has  had  florescent  lights  for  approximately 
10  years.  Equipment  has  already  been  purchased  to  convert 
the  remainder  of  Broad  Street  to  Park  Avenue  to  florescent 
1 i gh  t s . 
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A Street  Lighting  Committee  composed  of  members  of  the 
Town  Council  and  Electric  and  Water  Department  decide  on 
the  installation  of  new  lights.  Most  requests  for  new 
lights  come  from  the  Police  Department  rather  than  indi- 
viduals. 
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SCHOOLS 


Edenton  schools  and  Chowan  County  schools  were  merged 
into  a single  administrative  unit  in  1967.  The  schools  are 
now  under  an  interim  Edenton-Chowan  Board  of  Education  to 
be  replaced  by  an  elected  seven  member  board  in  January 
1971.  The  board  has  selected  a superintendent  as  admini- 
strative head  of  all  schools  within  the  county  and  estab- 
lished his  office  in  the  Chowan  County  Office  Building  in 
Edenton.  Only  two  schools,  White  Oak  Consolidated  School 
and  Chowan  High  School  are  located  outside  of  Edenton. 

Three  schools,  John  A.  Holmes,  Ernest  A.  Swain,  and  D.  F. 
Walker  are  located  in  Edenton. 

The  board  has  been  faced  with  the  difficult  task  of 
integrating  students  and  facilities  of  dual  systems,  re- 
sulting in  changing  use  of  existing  facilities,  and  sub- 
stantial changes  in  pedestrian  and  vehicular  traffic  to  and 
from  Edenton' s Schools.  The  board  has  considered  the  con- 
solidation of  all  county  high  school  students  into  John  A. 
Holmes  School  and  the  closing  of  White  Oak  Consolidated 
School,  but  will  delay  action  pending  a study  by  the  North 
Carolina  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

At  present,  there  is  a need  for  a new  cafeteria  at 
D.  F.  Walker  School.  There  is  a need  for  additional  space 
at  both  Ernest  A.  Swain  and  D.  F.  Walker  Schools.  Ernest  A. 
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Swain  School  will  need  to  be  replaced  during  the  planning 
period. 

There  is  a need  for  street  extensions  and  sidewalks 
east  of  D.  F.  Walker  School  to  provide  better  access  to 
this  school  and  also  to  John  A.  Homes  High  School. 

Each  of  the  Edenton  Schools  are  examined  below. 

Ernest  A.  Swain  Elementary  School:  This  school  is  now 

serving  approximately  600  students  in  grades  four  through 
six.  The  school  is  located  on  4.94  acre  site,  bounded  by 
Court  Street,  East  Queen  Street  and  East  Church  Street. 

The  building,  built  in  1916  with  additions  in  1938,  has  23 
classrooms,  one  music  room,  one  recreation  room,  a library, 
an  auditorium  and  a kitchen  and  cafeteria. 

An  Adult  Learning  Resources  Center  is  located  in  the 
school  as  a part  of  the  adult  education  program  of  the 
College  of  the  Albemarle. 

D.  F.  Walker  Complex:  This  school  complex  is  made  up  of  a 

Junior  High  School  (formerly  a high  school)  and  an  elemen- 
tary school.  The  elementary  school  occupies  three  build- 
ings. The  school  is  now  serving  approximately  1100  stu- 
dents in  grades  1-3  and  7-9.  The  school  is  located  on 
a 12.34  acre  site  bounded  by  North  Oakum  Street,  School 
Street,  Blades  Street  and  the  Norfolk  and  Southern  Railroad. 
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The  Junior  High  School  Building,  built  in  1950  with 
additions  in  1962,  has  16  classrooms,  one  homemaking  room, 
a shop,  a science  lab,  a gymnatorium  and  library.  One  ele- 
mentary building,  constructed  in  1932,  has  10  classrooms, 
a library,  a kitchen  and  cafeteria.  Another  elementary 
building,  built  in  1962,  has  eight  classrooms  and  a library. 
The  remaining  elementary  building,  constructed  in  1955  with 
additions  in  1959,  has  12  classrooms. 

John  A . Ho lme  s : This  school  is  now  serving  approximately 

500  pupils  in  grades  10  through  12.  The  school  is  located 
on  a 19.41  acre  site  bounded  by  Woodard  Street,  Freemason 
Street,  Oakum  Street  and  Park  Avenue. 

The  building  built  in  1951,  with  additions  in  1958  and 
1962,  has  21  classrooms,  an  auditorium,  gymnasium  and  cafe- 
teria. At  the  present  time  a library,  six  classrooms  and 
vocational  shop  are  under  construction.  It  also  has  a 
science  laboratory,  cafeteria,  band  and  music  room,  shop, 
and  audio-visual  room. 

The  facilities  are  also  used  for  Adult  Education 
Classes  at  night,  a summer  recreation  program,  and  little 
theater. 

Re  c omme nda  t i o n s : 

Edenton  Chowan  Schools  are  currently  being  surveyed 
by  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  Public  Instruction.  The 
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results  of  this  survey  should  lay  the  groundwork  for  school 
improvement  over  the  planning  period. 

Should  the  survey  indicate  that  the  White  Oak  School 
be  closed,  it  is  recommended  that  consideration  be  given 


The  Adult  Education  Division  of  The  College  of  the 
Albemarle  (Elizabeth  City)  sponsors  a wide  range  of  Adult 
Education  Programs  in  Edenton,  including  Adult  Basic  Edu- 
cation, High  School  Equivalency,  College  Credit  Courses, 
Technical  Training,  and  Adult  General  Interest  Courses. 
These  courses  are  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Edenton 
and  in  buildings  at  the  Edenton  Municipal  Airport.  A 
Learning  Resources  Center,  established  at  Swain  Elementary 
School,  is  the  only  permanent  adult  education  facility  in 
Edent  on . 

The  President  of  The  College  of  the  Albemarle  has  pro- 
jected five  year  space  requirements  for  the  program  in 
Edenton  to  be  as  follows: 

8 classrooms  - 300  square  feet  each  (minimum) 

1 learning  laboratory  - 450  square  feet 

1 general  purpose  shop  - 2,000  square  feet 

2 offices  - 125  square  feet  each 
auto  parking  - 200  spaces 


to  utilizing  the  facility  as  permanent 


for  Adu 1 t 


Education  (College  of  the  Albemarle). 


ADULT  EDUCATION 
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Should  the  Edent on-Chowan  Board  of  Education  decide  to 


close  the  White  Oak  Elementary  School,  it  might  well  provide 
these  space  requirements,  and  provide  a gymnasium  for  vari- 
ous educational  and  recreational  activities. 

At  present,  the  College  has  plans  to  inaugurate  coach 
service  from  Edenton  to  the  campus  in  Elizabeth  City. 


LIBRARY 

Edenton  and  Chowan  County  are  fortunate  to  have  a new 
modern  library  facility  located  on  Water  Street  across  from 
the  Municipal  Building.  The  Shepar d-Pruden  Memorial  Li- 
brary is  a public  library  serving  all  of  Chowan  County  and 
is  a branch  of  Pettigrew  Regional  Library  serving  Chowan, 
Tyrrell  and  Washington  Counties.  The  town  has  just  opened 
a 50  space  public  parking  lot  at  the  rear  of  the  library. 
The  library  has  access  to  and  uses  the  volume  resources  of 
the  regional  library. 

The  library  has  a full-time  professional  librarian 
and  part-time  assistants.  The  library  is  open  daily  from 
10:00  A.M.  to  5:00  P.M.  and  two  nights  a week  is  open  until 
9:00  P.M.  The  library  loans  records  and  is  used  for  local 
art  exhibit.  To  serve  handicapped  people,  the  library  has 
a ramp  for  wheel  chairs  at  one  entrance. 
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Re  comme  ndations : 


The  library  facility  will  be  adequate  for  the  planning 
period,  however  it  should  expand  services  and  staff  to  in- 
clude a special  audio-visual  room  and  a children's  librarian 


ton  has  very  little  to  offer  in  the  way  of  active  recrea- 
tional areas.  The  town  has  four  tennis  courts,  a scout 
cabin  and  playground  adjacent  to  John  A.  Holmes  School. 

The  town  maintains  a small  playground  in  the  Morgan  Park 
Area  and  there  is  a ball  field  on  the  Edenton  Cotton  Mill 
property. 

At  the  same  time  Edenton  has  a measureless  treasure  in 
passive  recreation  facilities,  its  numerous  public  and  pri- 
vate historic  structures,  aged  trees,  greenways,  and  flowers 
streams  and  waterways.  The  vistors  center  and  museum,  as 
well  as  public  buildings,  provide  a service  to  local  and 
national  interests.  \ 1 

The  recreational  facility  needs  for  the  planning 
period  are  cited  in  the  publication  Land  Development  Plan, 
Edenton,  North  Carolina  - Inventory  and  Prospects.  Edenton 
is  fortunate  to  have  rather  wide  use  of  School  recreation 
facilities. 

The  Edenton  Town  Council  and  Edenton  Chowan  Board  of 
Education  cooperate  in  providing  a summer  recreation  pro- 


RECREATI ON 


Except  for  the 


of  the  public  schools,  Eden- 
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gram  with  paid  staff  with  activities  including  men's  soft- 
ball,  Little  League  baseball,  colt  or  pony  league,  baseball, 
tennis  instruction  and  Red  Cross  swimming  instruction. 

Re  comm end a ti ons : 

(1)  Edenton  should  acquire  and  equip  at  least  one 
neighborhood  play  field  (%  to  1 acre  in  size)  in  each  of 
the  eight  neighborhoods  as  outlined  in  the  publication 
Neighborhood  Analysis  - Edenton,  North  Carolina. 

(2)  Edenton  should  acquire  and  equip  two  community 
centers,  each  with  a recreation  building  on  a site  4 to  8 
acres  in  size. 

(3)  Edenton  should  acquire  and  develop  a waterfront 

park. 

(4)  Edenton  should  acquire  and  develop  a Town  Park 
(at  least  15  acres  in  size). 

(5)  Edenton  should  conduct  a year  round  recreation 


program . 


. 


■ 


MEDICAL 


HOSPITAL 


Chowan  Hospital,  Inc.,  is  a private,  non-profit  medi- 
cal facility  located  in  Edenton  serving  patients  from 
Chowan  County  and  surrounding  counties.  At  the  writing  of 
this  report,  a new  hospital  facility  is  under  construction. 
The  hospital,  which  is  administered  by  a Board  of  Trustees, 
has  a staff  of  12  doctors;  six  active,  three  courtesy  and 
three  dental;  15  registered  nurses;  and  21  licensed  practi- 
cal nurses.  The  hospital  has  a total  of  102  employees. 

The  existing  hospital  is  located  on  an  eight  acre  site 
at  the  intersection  of  N.  C.  Route  32  and  North  Granville 
Street.  It  is  a 35  bed  general  hospital,  constructed  in 
1950-51.  A nursing  home  constructed  on  the  same  site  at 
the  same  time  as  the  hospital,  was  converted  into  a nursing 
home  in  1964,  having  capacity  to  serve  15  patients. 

The  new  hospital  is  being  constructed  on  a 25  acre 
site  on  N.C.  Route  32  west  of  the  existing  hospital.  The 
new  hospital  will  have  four  intensive  care  beds  and  57 
acute  general  care  beds,  with  facility  capable  of  being  ex- 
panded to  serve  100  beds.  Construction  of  this  hospital  is 
to  be  completed  in  the  summer  of  1971.  A road  from  N.  C. 
Route  32  to  the  new  hospital  is  being  constructed  by  the 
State  Highway  Commission. 
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Upon  completion  of  the  new  hospital,  it  is  proposed 
to  convert  the  existing  facility  into  a 44  bed  extended 
care  unit  and  to  retain  the  existing  nursing  home  unit. 

A long  range  planning  report  for  Chowan  Hospital  was 
made  in  January  1966  by  the  Department  of  Hospital  Admini- 
stration, School  of  Medicine,  University  of  North  Carolina, 
Chapel  Hill.  This  report  recommended  a 60  bed  hospital  by 
1975  to  be  expanded  to  75  beds  in  1985. 

Re  comm end a t i o n s ; 

(1)  Traffic  generated  by  the  new  hospital  makes  com- 
pletion of  the  proposed  bypass  imperative. 

(2)  Sidewalk  should  be  constructed  from  the  Chowan 
Medical  Center  to  the  new  hospital. 
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THER  FACILITIES 


MUNICIPAL  BUILDING 


Edenton  is  fortunate  to  have  a new  municipal  building 
at  a prime  location  on  Edenton  Bay  at  the  foot  of  Broad 
Street.  The  building,  completed  in  1964,  has  a parking 
lot  on  three  sides.  It  has  an  auditorium  with  a seating 
capacity  of  administrator's  office,  council  room,  large 
clerical  area,  building  inspector's  office  and  the  complete 
police  department  including  the  jail.  There  is  a need  for 
additional  office  space  in  the  municipal  building  which 
can  be  met  by  finishing  off  the  uncompleted  second  floor  of 
the  bui  lding . 

This  building  will  serve  the  town  for  the  planning 
period.  The  fine  municipal  office  building  offers  a marked 
contrast  to  the  crowded  and  obsolete  offices  of  Chowan 
County  a few  blocks  away.  The  county  will  have  to  seek  new 
courtroom  and  office  facilities  within  the  planning  period. 
While  county  operations  are  not  the  direct  concern  of  the 
town,  any  major  shift  of  land  use  in  the  Central  Business 
District  will  be  of  major  concern  to  the  entire  town. 
Therefore,  it  is  recommended  that  consideration  be  given 
by  both  town  and  county  officials  to  erecting  a new  county 
court  facility  and  office  building  on  Water  Street  adjacent 
to  the  municipal  building,  creating  a governmental  center 
at  this  location. 
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Recommendations : 


That  the  second  floor  of  the  municipal  building  be 
finished  off  to  provide  additional  office  space. 
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PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS  PROGRAM 


The  Public  Improvements  Program  is  based  on  the  Land 
Development  Plan  and  the  Community  Facilities  Plan.  The 
purpose  of  the  program  is  to  schedule,  according  to  priori- 
ties, the  needs  outlined  in  the  Community  Facilities  Plan 
over  a 20  year  period.  The  priorities  then  serve  as  a 
basis  for  a Capital  Improvements  Budget.  The  program  is 
a guide,  not  an  inflexible  rule. 

Where  specific  reference  is  made  in  the  Community 
Facilities  Plan  to  the  items  listed  in  the  Public  Improve- 
ments Program,  page  numbers  are  given.  This  is  done  to 
allow  the  reader  to  refer  to  the  background  material  which 
is  given  in  support  of  the  items  listed  in  the  program. 

The  improvements  are  listed  on  an  annual  fiscal  year  basis 
from  1970  to  1975,  on  a five  year  basis  from  1975  to  1980, 
and  on  a ten  year  basis  from  1980  to  1990. 
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1970 


1971 


FIRE 

STREETS 

GARAGE 

SIDEWALKS 

STORM 

DRAINAGE 

REFUSE 
ELECTRI Cl TY 

RECREATION 


Establish  fire  prevention 
section. 

Install  fire  alarm  at 
hospital. 

Begin  work  on  Edenton  By- 
pass. 

Improve  Oakum  Street. 

Extend  Coke  Avenue. 

Extend  West  Hicks  Street. 

Pave  Robin  Lane,  Douglas 
Ave . and  Terry  Ave . 


pp.  9,  10,  and 
11 


pp.  22,  23,  and 
24 


Begin  maintenance  record  pp.  15  and  16 

system  on  all  town  equip- 
ment . 


Complete  4,600'  of  4'  side- 
walks. 


pp.  18,  19,  and 

2 4 


Revise  study  of  storm  pp.  25  and  26 

drainage . 

Replace  drainage  on  Oakum 
Street . 

Install  drainage  on  Coke 
Ave.,  Hicks  Street, 

Robin  Lane,  Douglas  Ave. 
and  Terry  Ave . 

Purchase  new  packer.  pp.  27  and  28 

Update  Electric  Study.  pp . 38  and  39 

Extend  White  Way  lights 
North  on  Broad  Street. 

Begin  acquisition  of  land 
for  waterfront  park. 


pp.  48  and  49 


1971 


1972 


POLICE 

STREETS 

SIDEWALKS 

PARKING 

STORM 
DRAI NAGE 

WATER 


SEWER 


Increase  space  for  police  pp.  4, 
department  by  finishing 
second  floor  of  munici- 
pal building. 

Resurface  Granville  Street.  pp.  17 
Finish  Coke  Ave.  Extension.  and 


Complete  4,600'  of  side- 
walks. 


p p . 18 

24 


Prepare  a Central  Busi-  pp.  24 

ness  District  Commer- 
cial Areas  Plan. 


Replace  drainage  on  Gran-  pp.  25 
vi  1 le  Street . 

Install  drainage  on  Coke 
Avenue . 


Install  additional  lines  pp.  33 

in  Morgan  Park  and  Para-  35 

dise  Road  Sections. 

Construct  new  well,  new 
filter  plant,  and  new 
elevated  storage  tank. 

Extend  lines  into  the  Mor-  pp . 37 
gan  Park  Area,  Albemarle  39 

Street  Extension,  New 
Hospital  Site  Area  and 
Paradise  Road  Area. 


RECREATION  Construct  community  cen-  pp.  48 

ter  with  public  housing 
on  Oakum  Street. 

Continue  purchase  of  water- 
front property. 


5 , and  6 

, 22,  23, 
24 

, 19,  and 

and  2 5 

and  2 6 
, 34  and 

, 38,  and 

and  49 
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1972 


1973 


FIRE 

Install  fire  alarm  at  all  pp . 9,  10  and  11 

schools. 

STREETS 

Improve  East  Freemason  Ex-  pp.  22,  23,  and 

tension.  24 

Pave  Dillard  Avenue  and 
Vann  Street . 

GARAGE 

Transfer  storage  from  pp.  15  and  16 

garage  site . 

SIDEWALKS 

Construct  4,600'  of  side-  pp.  18,  19  and  24 

walks. 

STORM 

DRAINAGE 

Install  on  East  Freemason  pp.  25  and  26 

Extension. 

Install  on  Dillard  Ave . 
and  Vann  Street. 

REFUSE 

Fence  landfill  site.  pp . 27  and  28 

SEWER 

Install  heat  element  in  pp.  37,  38  and 

digester  at  treatment  39 

plant . 

RECREATION 

Acquire  land  and  equip  pp . 48  and  49 

one  neighborhood  play 
field. 
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1973 


1974 


STREETS 

Complete  East  Hicks  Street 
Extension. 

Improve  signals  at  rail- 
road cros  sings . 

pp . 22,  23 

24 

and 

SIDEWALKS 

Complete  4,600  feet  of  side- 
walks. 

Resurface  sidewalks  in  Cen- 
tral Business  District. 

pp . 18,  19 

24 

and 

STORM 

DRAINAGE 

Install  drainage  on  East 
Hi cks  Street . 

pp . 2 5 and 

26 

WATER 

Paint  and  repair  water  tank. 

pp . 3 3,  34 
35 

and 

RECREATION 

Acquire  land  and  equip  one 
neighborhood  play  field. 

pp.  48  and 

49 
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1974 


1975 


STREETS 

Jackson  Street  Extension. 

pp  . 22 

a nd 

23 

SIDEWALKS 

Install  4,600  feet  of 
s id ewa Iks  . 

pp . 18 

24 

, 19 

and 

STORM 

DRAINAGE 

Install  drainage  on  Jack- 
son  Street  extended. 

pp  . 2 5 

and 

26 

RECREATI ON 

Acquire  land  for  town  park. 

pp  . 48 

and 

49 
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1975 


1980 


FIRE 

Purchase  new  pumper. 

Install  fire  alarms  in  com- 
mercial areas  and  central 
business  district. 

pp  . 8 , 

POLICE 

Upgrade  training  area  and 
firing  range . 

Construct  building  at  train- 
ing area. 

PP  • 3 , 

STREETS 

Construct  circumferential 
road  between  W.  Queen 
Street  and  N.C.  Route  32. 
Extend  Albemarle  Street. 
Extend  Blades  Street. 

Extend  E.  Peterson  Street. 

PP2422’ 

GARAGE 

Construct  new  garage. 

PP  • 15 

PARKING 

Landscape  municipal  park- 
ing lots. 

PP  • 24 

STORM 

DRAINAGE 

Install  storm  drainage  on 
Albemarle  Street  Exten- 
sion, Blades  Street  Ex- 
tension, and  E.  Peterson 
Street  Extension. 

PP  • 25 

SIDEWALKS 

Construct  23,000  lin.  feet 
of  s i dewa Iks. 

pp.  18, 

24 

REFUSE 

Purchase  new  packer  truck. 
Purchase  new  dozer. 

pp  . 27 

WATER 

Meet  with  county  officials 
to  discuss  county  water 
s y s t em  . 

p p . 3 3 
35 

SEWER 

Enlarge  treatment  plant 
capacity  7 5 % . 

pp  . 37 , 
39 

RECREATION  Develop  town  park.  pp.  48 

Develop  waterfront  park. 

Develop  three  neighbor- 
hood playfields. 


9 , and  11 
4 , and  6 
23  and 

and  16 
and  2 5 

and  2 6 

19,  and 
and  2 8 
, 34  and 

38,  and 
and  49 
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1980 


1990 


FIRE 


STREETS 


SIDEWALKS 

PARKING 

STORM 

DRAINAGE 


Purchase  new  pumper.  pp . 8,  9,  and 

Purchase  new  ladder  truck  ll 

or  elevating  platform 
apparatus . 

Purchase  new  water  carrier. 

Install  fire  alarms  in  ware- 
house and  industrial  dis- 
trict. 


Complete  circumferential  pp . 22,  23,  and 

road.  24 

Extend  Third  Street  east 
and  west. 


Construct  46,000  lin.  foot 
of  sidewa Iks . 


pp  . 18  , 19 , and 

24 


Expand  parking  in  line  with  pp.  24  and  25 
Central  Business  District 
Plan. 

Install  drainage  on  Third  pp.  25  and  26 

Street  Extension  east 
and  we  s t . 


RECREATION 


Begin  year  round  full-time  pp.  48  and  49 
recreation  program. 

Construct  Recreation  Center. 
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